
HISTORY
Lake Springfield was originally designed in 1957 by City Utilities 
to support the James River Power Plant. The lake was created by 
damming the James River to serve the Power Plant cooling needs. In 
the early 1990s, the Missouri Department of Conservation partnered 
with City Utilities to construct a boat ramp, fishing dock, and several 
fishing platforms at Clay Henshaw Memorial and Southwood 
Accesses. Lake Springfield Park and Boathouse are part of the 
Springfield-Greene County Park System due to a long-term lease 
with City Utilities. Access to water-based activities predominantly 
takes place from Lake Springfield Park. Today, the lake provides 
opportunities for boating, fishing, and water sports, in addition to 
picnicking in Lake Springfield Park, hiking along trails, and enjoying 
the scenic views. 

VISION
The Lake Springfield subarea is a key natural asset to the Springfield 
community and the surrounding region. While it currently offers a 
variety of recreational amenities, such as trails, fishing docks, and 
boat access, there is significant opportunity to enhance the area 
into a recreational focal point of the region. This includes expanding 
water sports opportunities through improved water access and 
drop-off points, connecting the trail system to the regional network, 
and exploring new creative and cutting-edge recreational activities. 
The decommissioning of the James River Power Station also 
presents a unique opportunity for adaptive reuse of the facility and 
repurposing part of the larger site for active recreation.

ENHANCED PUBLIC SPACE 
Over the last 60-years, Lake Springfield has evolved into a local 
landmark and convenient place to escape the busy city. The 
popularity of the Nature Center, Galloway Village, trails, and other 
amenities in the area have sparked the imagination of many who 
see the Lake as an opportunity to be so much more. During the 
community input phase of Forward SGF, the desire to capitalize on 
the beauty of the Ozarks and focus planning efforts on placemaking 
have risen as top initiatives to be championed in the Plan. Lake 
Springfield and the sizable land reserve adjoining it have become a 
logical place of focus. 

Together with improving the Lake and surrounding amenities, there 
are great opportunities to make a lasting impact on the overall 
James River basin. Future planning efforts must be done with 
utmost care in protecting and preserving the waterway, surrounding 
tributaries, and more extensive watershed. This includes considering 
the input of impacted property owners and organizations whose 
missions support the protection of the river, watershed, and 
restoration of the riparian zone and urban forest. 

NEED FOR A MASTER PLAN
The Lake Springfield subarea covers an expansive amount of 
property, from north of U.S. Route 60 downstream to south of the 
James River Power Station. Considering this, the subarea framework 
provides a high-level overview of existing conditions and highlights 
important issues and opportunities for improvement. It sets the 
foundation for undertaking key improvements as well as developing 
a more detailed study. 

In 2022, the City received an $800,000 grant from the from the U.S. 
Department of Commerce’s Economic Development Administration 
(EDA) to plan for the redevelopment of the Lake Springfield area. 
The first to be awarded in the region, the grant will help fund 
a master plan and development feasibility study to determine 
appropriate land uses for the area. The master plan should fully 
assess limitations, environmental constraints, viable improvements, 
recreational opportunities, and funding sources necessary to 
implement subarea improvements. 
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LAKE SPRINGFIELD
EXISTING CONDITIONS

DEVELOPMENT TYPE
The majority of the subarea is made up of natural open space, Lake 
Springfield, and the James River Corridor, including floodplains and 
riparian areas, wooded areas, bluffs, and open parkland. The retired 
James River Power Station is a distinct heavy industrial use located 
at a focal point of the subarea. While retired, certain portions of the 
Station will remain active for City Utilities’ operations and must be 
preserved, including the Utility Waste Landfill, substation, propane 
air peak-shaving plant, fueling infrastructure, and combustion 
turbines. 

Adjacent to the subarea, low-density single-family development has 
occurred on both the western and eastern sides of the Lake. A new 
residential subdivision is planned for directly south of the Missouri 
Veterans Cemetery, which also has plans for expansion. As the 
subarea is transformed into a regional activity center for recreation, 
it is important that the natural character of the area is preserved, 
and to the extent possible, enhancement of water quality and 
ecology of river floodplains and riparian areas should be prioritized. 
Preservation and protection of the watershed would include the 
discouragement of higher-density residential development along 
its periphery. Acquisition of conservation easements or transferring 
development rights should be evaluated and pursued. Future trails 
and recreational uses on the eastern end of the Lake will require 
coordination with the Cemetery’s expansion plans.

ROADWAY ACCESS
Road access to the subarea is limited. It can be primarily accessed 
from the south by Kissick Avenue, which connects to US-65 to the 
east via Farm Road 188, and National Avenue or Fremont Avenue 
from the northwest via Briar Street. Briar Street and Kissick Avenue 
should be widened and improved with new sidewalks and/or a 
multi-use path, that connects to trail and pathway improvements. 
Enhancements to these streets are also vital, as this route is the 
primary street connection between numerous neighborhoods, 
commercial areas, and other important destinations in Southern 
Springfield, like the Springfield Conservation Nature Center.

TRAIL SYSTEM 
A series of trails exist within the subarea, including Lake Springfield 
Park Trail, James River Greenway Trail, Greater Ozarks Audubon 
Trail within Lake Springfield Park, Nature Center Trail within Nature 
Center Park, James River Greenway Trail of Honor along the eastern 
side of the lake near the Missouri Veterans Cemetery, and Galloway 
Creek Greenway Trail that connects northward past Galloway to 
Lone Pine Open Space and Trails to the South Creek Greenway Trail. 

This subarea is missing key connectivity within the subarea and 
to the regional network. Existing trails should continue to be 
maintained while pursuing opportunities to fill the gaps and increase 
connections between trails on the north and south side of the 
river/lake and to the surrounding trail and bike route network. This 
should be done through close collaboration with Ozark Greenways 
and the Springfield-Greene County Park Board. In addition, the 
existing James River Water Trail could be continued to the south 
of Lake Springfield and the dam if a portage area were established 
at or near the power station access point. Collaborative partners 
should work together to develop an alternative route around the 
Nature Center that allows bicyclists and pet owners to connect to 
Galloway Creek Greenway Trail.

RECREATIONAL FACILITIES
The subarea contains a variety of recreational facilities, including 
public boat launches, fishing docks, the Lake Springfield Park 
boathouse and championship level disc golf course, Northwoods 
Pavilion, Hilltop Pavilion and Playground, and the Springfield 
Conservation Nature Center. Recreational equipment rentals are 
offered at some of these facilities, including canoe, paddleboard, 
and kayak rentals. These facilities should continue to be 
maintained while seeking opportunities to enhance them, such 
as improved lighting, new public restrooms, upgraded structures, 
exercise equipment, and additional outdoor seating options. The 
boathouse could also be enhanced as a “trailhead” for water-
based activities. Opportunities for new, advanced recreational 
opportunities should also be explored, such as a competition-
level white water kayaking or rafting course with engineering or 
re-aligning the James River to by-pass the dam.
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DAM
Located at Kissick Avenue, the dam is a critical component of the 
subarea having formed Lake Springfield. With the retirement of the 
James River Power Station, there is a need for a detailed hydrological 
study that evaluates the dam, and all structures intersecting the 
waterways, to determine current conditions and recommendations 
for future improvements and maintenance. Meanwhile the City 
should work with City Utilities to make sure regular inspections and 
maintenance continue to be conducted. Upgrades should be made 
as necessary to ensure it remains safe and structurally sound for the 
long term.

Additionally, the dam currently includes a narrow, protected walking 
path along its northern side. Pedestrian connectivity across the Lake 
should be further improved by constructing trails leading to and 
from the dam that connects to the surrounding trail system. There 
is also opportunity to continue water access south of the preserved 
dam along the James River with the development of a portage area 
at the James River Power Station and remediation of the Lake.

DEVELOPMENT FEASIBILITY STUDY
To identify the highest and best uses for development opportunities 
within the subarea, a development feasibility study should be 
conducted. The study should determine the market potential 
for compatible development, including housing, commercial, 
institutional, and office uses. Amenities lacking in the community 
that could be accommodated, new businesses that could strengthen 
the tax base, and potential opportunities for the local workforce 
should be examined. Institutional uses that would anchor the site, 
such as higher education facilities, research centers, and museums, 
should also be explored. 

Development should be innovative in concept and design, 
incorporating environmentally sustainable building design practices. 
Alternatives for adaptive reuse of the decommissioned powerplant 
should be identified, considering how the land surrounding the 
plant could be repurposed for creative economic development and 
resilient job creation. Consideration should be given to potential 
agriculture areas based on soil quality and designated “no dig 
areas,” as well as orchards, vineyards, or Missouri State University 
agricultural planning locations. 

JAMES RIVER POWER STATION
The decommissioned James River Power Plant occupies a significant 
amount of space in the subarea and provides a unique and 
transformative opportunity through adaptive reuse. Considering its 
size, the facility could be rehabilitated into a variety of different uses. 
Feasible land uses should be determined through the future Lake 
Springfield master plan and development feasibility study. Options 
to explore include a new recreation center or museum, showcasing 
the future of energy with demonstration areas for solar, wind, and 
hydro power. Other uses could include offices and meeting areas 
for the Springfield-Greene County Park Board and other like-minded 
organizations, small dining options or concessions, bike rentals, and 
other amenities to further activate the site. 

The City should also assess the feasibility of redeveloping former 
detention ponds adjacent to the plant along with the need for 
additional environmental remediation for public recreational use. 
The area could be transformed into a nature park with a trail looping 
around the pond, native plant species, viewing piers, a board walk, 
and seating areas. Any future redevelopment must preserve active 
City Utilities Operation areas and will likely require an air permit, 
stormwater improvements, and easements for electric, water, and 
gas lines. There is potential to reduce the combustion turbine 
infrastructure located south of the plant, though it would require a 
relocation project to move some of the refueling infrastructure.

LAKE SPRINGFIELD
SUBAREA FRAMEWORK

THREE OAKS RECREATION
Located in the City of Crystal Lake, Illinois, Three Oaks Recreation 
Area is a reclaimed abandoned quarry that was repurposed 
into a state-of-the-art water recreation center. Offering outdoor 
recreation opportunities for all ages and a popular destination 
for many, the center includes watercraft rentals, scuba diving, 
picnic areas, fishing, a kid-friendly spray park, and overlook points. 
The recreation area is divided into two functional areas, with the 
northern portion of the lake activated by a cable wake park and 
restaurant, and the southern portion providing more passive 
recreation opportunities including a naturalized lake for kayaking.

A similar water recreation center could be incorporated into 
the subarea at the existing James River Power Plant site. This 
would require alterations to the site, including removing inactive 
industrial infrastructure next to the plant building to clear space 
for amenities like picnic and grill areas, sand volleyball, rental 
facilities, and public bathrooms. While the western portion of the 
Lake could be activated as such with the repurposed plant as its 
anchor, the naturalized, passive character of the eastern portion 
of Lake Springfield should be maintained. Further, the water area 
east of the plant across Kissick Avenue could be improved into a 
man-made beach and swimming area, with paddle boarding and a 
cable wake park located further north along the Lake. Highly visible 
pedestrian crossings would need to be implemented along Kissick 
Avenue to ensure pedestrian safety when crossing to the water 
area.

Source: cityutilities.netSource: cityutilities.net
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WAYFINDING SIGNAGE
Alternative routes to the subarea should be explored to increase 
vehicular access, while incorporating wayfinding signage from 
National Avenue and U.S. Route 60 at all major intersections and 
turning points. Wayfinding signage can be effective in guiding visitors 
and residents into the James River Power Station site. Potential 
wayfinding signage can be located in the following intersections:

• • National Avenue/Briar Street

• • Briar Street/Kissick Avenue

• • Kissick Avenue/Lake Springfield Park Road

• • Kissick Avenue/Farm Road 188

• • Farm Road 188/Southwood Avenue

• • the Southwood Road roundabout

• • East River Bluff Parkway and U.S. Route 65 off-ramps

• • Republic Road/U.S. Route 60/U.S. Route 65 Business offramps

• • Republic Road/Nature Center Way

Coordination with MoDOT will be necessary to enhance wayfinding 
from U.S. Route 60, U.S. Route 65, and U.S. Route 65 Business.

SWIFT WATER RESCUE TRAINING
As plans and alternatives for Lake Springfield are studied, the 
opportunity to create swift water rescue training facilities could 
also be considered, in concert with a possible river renewal plan. If 
a plan was pursued to re-align or recreate a natural river channel, 
engineered white water features could provide an ideal training 
facility for area emergency responders. This includes the Springfield 
Fire Department Water Rescue Team, who currently must travel to 
the Pomme De Terre Dam to train for swift water rescue. This would 
help address the need for swift water and flood rescue during area 
flood events, which continues to be a priority at an annual average 
of 10 rescue events occurring.

RAIL-TO-TRAIL OPPORTUNITY
In partnership with Ozark Greenways and City Utilities, the Ozarks 
Transportation Organization is in the process of constructing a 
segment of the Chadwick Flyer Trail along the inactive BNSF railroad 
track in accordance with the 2017 OTO Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Trail Investment Study and the Springfield-Greene County Parks 
& Recreation Master Plan. This trail will extend norhward as far 
as Sunshine Street. It will extend southward to the City of Ozark, 
creating a major regional trail destination. The Chadwick Flyer Trail 
will significantly increase pedestrian and bicycle connectivity by 
linking the James River and Galloway Creek Greenway Trails, the 
Nature Center, and numerous recreational, residential, and uniquely 
Springfield and Ozark businesses.

The James River Water Trail should also be extended south of the 
dam to increase water access along the James River. As the existing 
low water bridge connecting to the Utility Waste Landfill would act 
as a barrier, a solution must be created for watercraft passage, such 
as constructing a walkaround area or a new bridge with passable 
height. An alternative location for the landfill could instead be 
considered to remove the bridge, which would require U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers permitting.
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RIVERSPORT ADVENTURE PARK 
Located in downtown Oklahoma City, OK, the Riversport Adventure 
Park offers a wide variety of exciting outdoor urban adventures for 
all ages. This includes whitewater rafting, tubing, surfing, adventure 
courses, zip lines, high speed slides, extreme jumping, climbing 
walls, pump tracks, sailing, flatwater kayaking, stand up paddle 
boarding, a bike park with pump tracks, a mountain bike skills trail, 
indoor alpine skiing, and a nature center. You’ll also find festivals 
and race events take place throughout the year and summer 
camps are offered for kids.

Riversport provides programs, lessons, and coached competitive 
programs for youth, adults, and senior adults. Youth rowing and 
paddling teams can train to compete against teams from across 
the nation. Outreach programs connect sports programs to 
local schools, including a youth league for children who may not 
otherwise have an opportunity to participate. 

Riversport is also an official U.S. Olympic & Paralympic Training 
Site, providing elite athlete training facilities and coaching in 
both whitewater and flatwater canoeing, kayaking, and rowing. 
Adult or “masters” athletes can use the park for recreation or 
competition, with many athletes earning national titles. It is also a 
popular amenity for senior athletes, providing life-long recreational 
opportunities.

Source: okcfox.comSource: okcfox.com
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